
Minister for Education, 
Science, and 
Technology, Prof. Aldof 

Mkenda announced an incentive 
of 50 million shillings for science 
and medical researchers who will 
be able to publish the results of 
their research in the high rank 
journals in the world.

Speaking at the commemoration 
of World Lupus Day held at 
the Muhimbili University of 

Health and Allied Sciences 
(MUHAS), Prof. Mkenda said 
that the government has decided 
to strengthen education and 
research in science and medicine. 
He further said from now, any 
Tanzanian lecturer in any public 
or private university in the area 
of   science and medicine who will 
publish his/her research paper in 
the top journals like Nature or 
Lancet, he or she will be given 50 
million shillings.

Elaborating further, the Minister 
for Education, Science and 
Technology said that the 
government has decided to do 
this to ensure that they create 
influence on local researchers 
to put more effort into research 
knowing that they can earn 
income and improve their living 
standard through research.

Prof. Mkenda added that this will 
help researchers not to waste their 

A University exceling in quality training of health professionals, research and public services 
with a conducive learning and working environment

Prof.F. Kahabuka,
Dr. M. Mwangu,

Hellen Mtui
Neema Edwin

Lumala Muhoja

Editorial
Team

ISSN 0856 - 9991 April-June 2022  Issue No. 60

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION ANNOUNCES AN INCENTIVE OF 50 
MILLION FOR THE BEST RESEARCHERS IN SCIENCE AND MEDICINE

The Minister for Education, Science, and Technology, Prof. Aldof Mkenda addressing the participants 
during the commemoration of World Lupus Day 2022 at MUHAS 



Seated from left the Minister for Education, Science, and Technology, Prof. Aldof Mkenda, the MUHAS Vice Chancellor, Prof Andrea 
Pembe, the Guest of Honor, Dr. Pius Gerald Horumpende representing the Minister for Health, A member of the Lupus Warriors Tanzania, 

Ms. Siwazuri Ally Mwinyi and MUHAS Associate Professor and Medical specialist, Prof. Francis Furia in a group photo with Lupus 
Warriors Tanzania
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energy doing variousbusiness and 
not related to their professions to 
increase their income. “We want 
to create an environment for our 
researchers, especially in science 
and medicine, to work full time, 
so we have set aside one billion 
as an incentive for everyone who 
publishes in those journals”, he 
added.

In addition, the Minister 
for Education, Science, and 
Technology said that the 
Government has also allocated 
funds to train lecturers in the 
fields of medicine, science, and 
technology at the Master’s and 

Doctorate levels. He emphasized 
that funds are available in the 
Ministry’s budget, which has been 
approved, so lecturers who want 
to study should not hesitate to 
apply.

Speaking about the 
commemoration of World Lupus 
Day, Prof. Mkenda said he has 
attended the commemoration 
as a stakeholder and joins with 
lupus heroes and families living 
with people with Lupus disease 
to develop an awareness of this 
problem in the country. “I am a 
stakeholder in the family, so I 
have already decided that I will 

be coming to join you all, as 
long as God enables me because 
coming here is to help spread this 
information”, Prof Mkenda added.

In his welcoming remarks, the Vice 
Chancellor, Prof. Andrea Pembe 
thanked Prof. Aldof Mkenda for 
taking his time to participate in 
World Lupus Day at the Muhimbili 
University of Health and Allied 
Sciences and also recognized his 
presence at the University for the 
first time since he became the 
Minister of Education, Science, 
and Technology.

MUHAS SIGNED GRANT AGREEMENT FOR HEET PROJECT

Muhimbili University of Health and Allied 
Sciences (MUHAS) signed a grant agreement 
with Ministry of Education, Science and 

Technology on the 19th June, 2022 for Higher Education 
for Economic Transformation (HEET) project at the 
NACTEVET Conference in Dar es Salaam. 

The signing event took place between the Permanent 
Secretary, Ministry of Education, Science and 
Technology, Dr. Francis Michael and the MUHAS 
Accounting Officer, the Vice Chancellor, Prof. Andrea 
Pembe and the event was graced by the Minister 
of Education, Science and Technology, Prof. Adolf 
Mkenda.

HEET is a five-year project with aims to strengthen the 
learning environment and labor market orientation of 

programs in priority disciplines and the management 
of the higher education system in Tanzania. Tanzania 
Government signed the loan agreement with the World 
Bank to implement this project on 19th August, 2021.

The project is designed to revitalize and expand the 
capacity of universities to contribute to key areas for 
innovation, economic development, and labor market 
relevance, by investing in requisite infrastructure for 
modern and effective teaching and research, and by 
training to the highest standard the teachers, researchers 
and administrators needed by universities to achieve to 
their full potential.

In the signed grant agreement, MUHAS is a beneficiary 
of USD 45.5 Million in which USD 30.5 million will be 
used to develop the infrastructure at Mloganzila campus 
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among other focus areas and USD 15 million will be 
used to establish a new MUHAS campus at Kigoma. 

Moreover, as per University Strategic Implementation 
Plan (USIP), 68% of the budget will be used for 

construction or rehabilitation of infrastructure. The 
remaining percentage will be used for upgrading 
learning resources and equipment, updating curriculum 
and introducing innovative pedagogical methodologies, 
promoting applied research and innovation capacity, 
building functional linkages with private sector/
industry, capacity building in developing online 
learning platforms and digital technology applications, 
establishing state-of-the-art ICT infrastructure and 
equipment, promoting self-generated income, building 
capacity of academic staff and university leadership, 
establishment of MUHAS campus in Kigoma and 
monitoring and evaluation of the project. 

The University Management is working with the 
Ministry of Education, Science and Technology to ensure 
that MUHAS obtains a land in Kigoma preferably near 
Regional Referral Hospital for the construction work of 
this new campus to begin. However, the implementation 
of the project activities for the Mloganzila campus and 
other activities has already begun.

The Management of the 
Muhimbili University of 
Health and Allied Sciences 

(MUHAS) through the Sickle 
Cell Programme has presented 
the proposal for establishing 
the Sickle Cell Institute at the 
Mloganzila Campus to the former 
President of United Republic of 
Tanzania, H.E. Dr. Jakaya Mrisho 
Kikwete. 

The presentation was made 
by the MUHAS Director of 
Postgraduate Studies who is 
also the Principal Investigator 
of Sickle Pan-African Research 
Consortium (SPARCO)-Tanzania, 
Dr. Emmanuel Balandya, at the 
Former President’s Office in Dar 
es Salaam. 

In his presentation, Dr. Balandya 
spoke about Sickle Cell Disease 
(SCD) in general which included 
inheritance, how symptoms occur, 
burden of the disease (where 
currently in Tanzania 11,000 
individuals are born with SCD 
each year, ranking 5th globally 

behind Nigeria, India, Democratic 
Republic of Congo and Angola) 
and its treatment modalities 
(including health education, 
health checks, folic acid 
supplementation, vaccinations, 
penicillin prophylaxis, malaria 
prevention, use of hydroxyurea 
and treatment of complications). 
He also spoke about what has 
been done on SCD in Tanzania 

so far and areas that are yet 
to be addressed, including the 
need to train healthcare workers 
and expand access to advanced 
therapies for SCD.

In plans for establishing the 
Mloganzila Sickle Cell Institute, 
Dr. Balandya said the University’s 
vision is to establish a state-of-
the-art institute that will be the 

THE FORMER PRESIDENT PLEASED WITH THE PLANS FOR 
ESTABLISHING THE MLOGANZILA SICKLE CELL INSTITUTE

The Former President of United Republic of Tanzania, H.E. Dr. Jakaya 
Mrisho Kikwete commenting on the presentation for the establishing 

Mloganzila Sickle Cell Institute

The Permanent Secretary Ministry of Education, Science 
and Technology, Dr. Francis Michael and the MUHAS Vice 

Chancellor, Prof. Andrea Pembe signing grant agreement for 
the HEET project.



National and Regional Hub for 
advanced care, training, research 
and advocacy for SCD. The 
Director explained the necessity 
of having such an Institute in 
Tanzania. The proposed Institute 
will expand access to exchange 
transfusion and will reduce cost 
of bone marrow transplant (from 
approximately USD 100,000 for 
patients who receive treatment 
in India to USD 30,000 if the 
procedure is performed locally 
in Tanzania). It will also increase 
the number of healthcare workers 
with skills on SCD in the country 
(districts hospitals and above; 
hence strengthen the healthcare 
referral system). Through this 
centre, specialists in bone marrow 
transplant will be trained locally in 
Tanzania and will also participate 
in research on gene therapy for 
SCD.

The Vice Chancellor, Prof. Andrea 
Pembe, concluded by thanking the 
former President for supporting 
MUHAS in the past especially in 
obtaining modern equipment for 
the School of Dentistry, acquiring 
the new Mloganzila campus and 

construction of the University 
Teaching Hospital at Mloganzila 
Campus. The Vice Chancellor then 
requested the Former President to 
assist the University in looking 
for collaborators who will be 
willing to partner with MUHAS in 
establishing the Mloganzila SCD 
Institute.

H.E. Dr. Jakaya Kikwete 
was pleased with the 
presentation and he 

congratulated MUHAS for its 
endeavor in strengthening 

its core functions of 
teaching, research and 
health care services in 

Tanzania. 

He further said that from the 
presentation made by MUHAS, 
it is clear that there are many 
people, especially children who 
are affected by SCD. He therefore 
said that as the country we need to 
continue strengthening health care 
services, including SCD. 

Therefore, the proposed Centre of 
Excellence in SCD is timely and 
it will provide the required human 
resource and facilities to support 
research and health care services 
for SCD patients. He promised 
to assist MUHAS in finding 
collaborators and organizations 
through his networks to assist the 
establishment of the Mloganzila 
SCD Institute. 

Other members who participated in 
this visit were the MUHAS Deputy 
Vice Chancellor responsible 
for Academic, Research and 
Consultancy, Prof. Appolinary 
Kamuhabwa, the Director of 
Research and Publications, Prof. 
Bruno Sunguya, the Head of 
Administration and Operations in 
the Sickle Cell Programme and 
SPARCO Clinical Coordinating 
Center, Ms. Janeth Manongi, Mr 
Frank Makundi, IT specialist 
Sickle Cell Programme and the 
MUHAS Head of the Public 
Relations Unit, Ms. Helen Mtui. 
This visit was on the 27th June, 
2022

H.E. Dr. Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete in a group photo with members of the MUHAS Management and 
the Sickle Cell Programme who visited him. 
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The Permanent Secretary 
Ministry of Health, Prof. 
Abel Makubi graced the 8th 

University Wide Dissemination 
Symposium with the theme 
Research and Training: A bridge 
towards quality care for blood 
cancer.

Speaking at the Symposium, the 
Permanent Secretary Prof, Abel 
Makubi said that MUHAS is 
one of the institutions that are at 
the forefront of various diseases 
control and congratulated MUHAS 
for deciding to break this silence 
by organizing this gathering of 
academics, researchers, students, 
patient representatives, and fellow 
Tanzanians to educate each other 
about blood cancers and exchange 
ideas on the best way to provide 
services to patients with blood 
cancers.

Explaining Blood Cancer 
Statistics, Prof. Abel Makubi 
said that the statistics from World 
Health Organization through the 
International Agency for Research 
on Cancer show that approximately 
40,000 people are diagnosed with 
cancer every year in Tanzania, 
8% of these patients lose their 
lives and 10% of these cancers are 
blood cancers. “Tanzania through 
the Ministry of Health recognizes 
the great impact of cancer on her 
citizens”, he added. 

By recognizing this, the 
Permanent Secretary said the 
Government through the Ministry 
of Education, Science and 
Technology, universities, and 
other institutions, have continued 
to sponsor, educate and produce 
health experts of various cadres, 
including laboratory experts, 
nurses, doctors, specialists, and 
blood cancer specialists. “This 
has helped a lot, strengthening 
health services in various referral 
hospitals in the country, for 
patients with blood cancers”, he 
added.

Speaking about the main goal of the 
Symposium the Vice Chancellor, 
Prof. Andrea Pembe said that 
it is to bring together various 
stakeholders of blood cancer 
in the country including policy 

makers, health sector employees, 
researchers, academicians, and 
fellow participants who help to 
implement activities involving 
blood cancer and other non-
communicable diseases. 

“In this gathering, the results 
of various scientific research 

studies will be presented 
and discussed in detail and 

jointly recommend the 
best ways to improve the 
condition of blood cancer 

diseases in Tanzania”, - Prof. 
Pembe added.

The Vice-Chancellor further 
said MUHAS is in the forefront 
of education, research, and 
treatment of various diseases 
including blood cancers, and in 
this symposium participants will 
hear and discuss blood cancers as 
well as the challenges facing our 
country in the treatment of these 
cancers. 

At this Symposium, Dr. Pius 
Magesa, Dr. Trish Scanlan, and Dr. 
Khamza Maunda were awarded in 
recognition of their contribution 
in the field of hematology and on 
blood cancer issues. The awards 
were presented to the by the 
Permanent Secretary. 

THE PERMANENT SECRETARY GRACED THE 8TH UNIVERSITY 
WIDE DISSEMINATION SYMPOSIUM ON BLOOD CANCERS 

Dr. Pius Magesa 
(right), Dr. Trish 

Scanlan (center), and 
Dr. Khamza Maunda 
(left) displaying their 
awards presented to 

them in recognition of 
their contribution in the 
field of hematology and 
on blood cancer issues. 

The Guest of Honor, PS Ministry of Health, Prof. Abel Makubi (3rd left) in 
a group photo with MUHAS, government officials and other dignitaries who 

attended the 8th University - Wide Dissemination Symposium  
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On 20th May 2022, MUHAS 
through the School of Dentistry 
launched the Cone-Beam 
Computerized Tomographicy 
(CBCT) X-Ray machine donated 
by the Turkish people through 
the Turkish Cooperation and 
Coordination Agency (TIKA).

Speaking during the launching 
ceremony, the Dean School of 
Dentistry, Dr. Matilda Mtaya said 
that since its inception in 1979 
the School of Dentistry has been 
striving hard to provide the best 
services to Tanzanian citizens 
and similarly to provide the best 
clinical training to dental students 
within the means available.

According to the Dean, in 2014 
the School of Dentistry introduced 
the digitalization of patient 
information systems which also 
included digitalization of imaging 
systems i.e. the periapical x-rays 
and Orthopantomography (OPG). 
Both of these provide two-
dimensional images only, which 
are quite inadequate for making 
accurate diagnoses and treatment 
planning for sophisticated dental 
procedures like Endodontic 
treatment, Implantology, and 
some cases of trauma and 
temporomandibular joint 
disorders.

“The Lauching of this machine to 
us marks the beginning of another 
level of improvement in quality 
training, care, and treatment here 
at the School of Dentistry in the 
field of diagnostics in clinical 
dentistry, and hence both patients 
and clinical students will benefit 
from using this equipment,” Dr. 
Mtaya added.

The Acting Vice Chancellor, Prof. 
Appolinary Kamuhabwa who 
witnessed the launching said that 

the good relationship that exists 
between the University and other 
institutions is what has enabled 
acquisition of this machine 
worth more than TZS 200 Mil. 
He further said that the machine 
is going to be a great help to the 
patients’ treatment and training to 
the dental students.

Moreover, the Acting Vice 
Chancellor said that the School 
of Dentistry receives patients 
suffering from different oral 
conditions from all over the 
country and the donated CBCT 
x-ray machine is the only one in 
public dental clinics in Tanzania. 
“This shows the importance of this 
donation, and the School’s need of 
taking great care of the equipment 
to assure it sustained service 
delivery”, Prof. Kamuhabwa 
added.  

Furthermore, the Ambassador 
of Turkey to Tanzania, H. E Dr. 
Mehmet Gulluoglu said it is a 
big honor for them to have good 
cooperation in the health sector 
and donated the (CBCT) X-Ray 
machine to be used at the School 
of Dentistry. He also emphasized 
that the donated machine will be 
useful for doctors and patients 
as well as students because the 
machine is more advanced in 
technology. He also promised to 
continue to provide support in the 
health sector in future.

During the event, lecturers, 
doctors, and postgraduate students 
from MUHAS School of Dentistry 
received a certificate after 
attending the one-week training 
conducted by the team of trainers 
from Turkey in the different 
dental practice fields including 
how to operate the Cone-Beam 
Computerized Tomographicy 
(CBCT) X-Ray machine.

SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY LAUNCHES THE DONATED CONE-BEAM 
COMPUTERIZED TOMOGRAPHICY (CBCT) X-RAY MACHINE FROM TIKA

The Ambassador of Turkey to Tanzania, H.E Dr. Mehmet Gulluoglu in a group 
photo with the MUHAS management and the team of trainers from Turkey 

during the launching ceremony.

The Ambassador of Turkey 
to Tanzania, H.E Dr. Mehmet 
Gulluoglu cutting the ribbon 
in launching the Cone-Beam 
Computerized Tomographicy 

(CBCT) x-ray machine at School of 
Dentistry.
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MUHAS HELD A BLOOD DRIVE WEEK FOR PATIENTS 
WITH BLOOD CANCERS

The Muhimbili University of 
Health and Allied Sciences 
through the Department of 

Haematology Blood Transfusion 
conducted a blood drive for one 
week from 4th to 8th April 2022 
at the Muhimbili campus with the 
aim of saving the lives of patients 
with blood cancers. 

Speaking during the opening 
ceremony of the Blood Drive,the 
Deputy Minister for Health, 
Dr. Godwin Mollel urged the 
citizens in the country to develop 
the tendency of donating blood 
regularly to reduce the deaths of 
people due to the lack of safe blood. 
He said that safe blood service is 
important and it is one of the most 
needed services in all hospitals in 
the country. He stressed that blood 
is given free of charge and it is 
not produced anywhere except 
through donation.

Commenting on the availability of 
safe blood Dr. Mollel said, that the 
plan is to go around all regions in 
the country to ensure that the issue 
of safe blood supply is no longer 
a problem. He further called 
upon the public to come out in 
large numbers to donate blood to 
reduce the deaths of hundreds of 
people who are dying due to lack 
of blood.

According to the Manager of 
the National Blood Transfusion 

Services, Dr. Magdalena Lyimo, 
to meet the needs of blood, it is 
recommended that the country 
should collect blood bottles which 
is equal to one percent of the 
existing population and therefore 
for Tanzania there is a need of 
550,000 blood bottles to meet the 
country’s demand. “Up to now the 
country has only 60% of the blood 
needed, so to fill the current gap 
of 40% there is a need for more 
blood donation,” she added.

Speaking in this ceremony, the 
Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Aifello 
Sichwale said that the group most 
affected and in need of blood 
are women, children, accident 
victims, malaria patients, and 
patients with blood cancer. He 
added that it is necessary for the 
Ministry to ensures that safe blood 
is available at all times.

Sufficient education should 
be provided so that everyone 

can see the importance of 
donating blood to ensure 
blood is available 24 hrs. 
in all hospitals and other 

health centers”, Dr. Sichwale 
said. 

He further added that the 
government has purchased and 
supplied enough blood storage 
bags to facilitate blood donation.

In his welcoming remarks, the 
Vice Chancellor, Prof. Andea 
Pembe said that MUHAS in 
recognition of the great need for 
blood in the country saw it was 
important to have this week to 
encourage employees, students, 
and other citizens to donate 
blood to be able to save the lives 
of fellow Tanzanians in need of 
blood.

“We hope that by doing this we 
will also be able to stimulate the 
habit of donating blood regularly 
among our people”, Prof Pembe 
said. “We truly believe that if we 
work together to ensure that the 
majority of Tanzanians are aware 
of the importance and benefits of 
donating blood, with our unity and 
solidarity as Tanzanians we can 
completely end this problem in the 
country”, he added. 

The Blood Drive week was part 
of the preparations for the 8th 
University-Wide Symposium 
which will be on blood cancer 
awareness as well as the challenges 
facing the country in the treatment 
of these cancers.

The Deputy Minister for Health, Dr. 
Dr. Godwin Mollel officiating the 

Blood Drive Week at MUHAS

A blood donor donating blood during the Blood Drive Week at 
MUHAS 
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A team of 3 MUHAS 
students, Paschal Thomas 
Kija MD 2, James Kalema 

MD 2 and Franc Mussa EHS 
2, won the first prize in the 
MAKISATU competition 2022 
with their innovation called 
Mkanda Salama.

MKANDA SALAMA translated 
as “Safe wrap” is an innovative 
technological device designed to 
control Postpartum Hemorrhage 
(PPH) until necessary intervention 
are carried out. It is strapped 
around a woman with PPH while 
they are transferred to hospital. 
Mkanda Salama compresses the 
uterus as well as the abdominal 
aorta thus reducing blood loss 
and buy time for appropriate 
intervention, especially in the 
situation where a woman requires 
advanced intervention that are not 
immediately available such as 
needing to be transferred to higher 
level or the theater.

Mkanda Salama is a user friendly, 
non-invasive, easy to use, 
affordable, reusable and human 
centered design.

Moreover, in the 31st Annual 
Scientific Conference of the 
National Institute for Medical 
Research, MUHAS student, 
Franc Mussa EHS 2 was awarded 
a National Award for Innovation 
in the Health Sector through 
his innovation called Afya 
Intelligence. 

AFYA INTELLIGENCE is 
the digital platform that aims to 
control stock out in healthcare 
facilities. Afya Intelligence 
leveraged existing platforms, 
networks and workflows by testing 
the integration of common social 
messaging platforms (WhatsApp 
and Telegram) with the national 
Electronic Logistics Management 
Information System (eLMIS). 

Afya Intelligence aimed to send 
out-of-stock notifications to 
healthcare providers’ mobile 
phones directly and enable 
supplemental fulfillment from 
the private sector whenever 
necessary. This was done through 
the UNFPA funded SRH Data 
hack AMUA program. With 
this integration, text message 
notifications for stock out are 
made possible. The solution and 
strategies can be scaled in low 
and middle income countries to 
increase the mobility and capacity 
of healthcare systems

MUHAS STUDENTS  AWARDED IN MAKISATU AND NIMR 
SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE

Franc Mussa, EHS 2 student receiving a National Award for Innovation in the 
Health Sector from the Vice President of Tanzania, Hon. Dr Philip Mpango during 

the 31st Annual Scientific Conference of the NIMR

Franc Mussa, EHS 2 student receiving a National Award for Innovation in the 
Health Sector from the Vice President of Tanzania, Hon. Dr Philip Mpango 

during the 31st Annual Scientific Conference of the NIMR
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MUHAS Professor 
Emeritus Japhet Killewo 
was among the award 

recipients at the award giving 
ceremony during the opening 
of the 31st Annual Scientific 
Conference of the National 
Institute for Medical Research. 
The ceremony was held at the 
Julius Nyerere Conference Centre 
on 17th May 2022 and officiated 
by the Vice President of Tanzania, 
Hon. Philip Mpango. 

Specifically,Professor Killewo 
received the most prestigious 
“National Lifetime Achievement 
Award” in recognition of his 
substantial contribution to health 
research, epidemiology, and One 
Health during his public service 
period and after retirement

When interviewed by some 
newsmen and women just after the 
ceremony, the Emeritus professor 
said, “I am flabbergasted to have 
received this award, both a trophy 
and cash prize, which to me is the 
highest public honor I have ever 
been granted in my lifetime”.

Further speaking the Professor 
Emeritus said he will remain 
committed to serving his country 
in his field of specialty for as long 
as his energy permits. “I hope the 
National Institute for Medical 
Research will continue with its 
efforts to recognize excellence 
among researchers both inside 
the country and on the African 
continent to motivate young 
researchers to become innovative 

and conduct research that can 
influence policy” Prof. Killewo 
added.

The MUHAS Management 
and community congratulates 
Prof Japhet Killewo on this 
well deserving recognition. 
The university is proud of his 
achievements and contributions to 
health research in the country.

PROFESSOR EMERITUS JAPHET KILLEWO RECEIVES A 
PRESTIGIOUS NATIONAL AWARD

MUHAS COMMEMORATED THE PUBLIC SERVICE WEEK

On 21st June 2022, in 
commemoration of the 
Public Service Week, 

employees of the Muhimbili 
University of Health and Allied 
Sciences cleaned the outside 
environment at the School of 
Dentistry building located at 
Muhimbili National Hospital.

Speaking during the cleaning 
exercise, the Acting Head 
of the Administration Unit 
in the Directorate of Human 
Resources and Administration, 
Ms. Sarah Kijuu said that one 
of the responsibilities given in 
commemoration of public service 

MUHAS staff participating in the cleaning at the School of Dentistry during the 
commemoration of the Public Service Week

MUHAS Professor Emeritus Japhet Killewo receiving a National Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Vice President of Tanzania, Hon. Dr. Philip 

Mpango during the 31st Annual Scientific Conference of the NIMR
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week is to do social activities in 
areas where citizens get services.

“Today we have gathered here 
to clean the environment outside 
the School of Dentistry building, 
which is one of the schools 
here at MUHAS that provides 
clinical services in oral and dental 
treatment. This is a continuation 
of the celebration of the public 
service week that started on 16th 
to 23rd June 2022”, said Ms. Kijuu

She thanked the MUHAS 
employees who participated in the 
cleaning exercise and she called 
on other employees to show up in 
large numbers during the coming 
celebrations.

Also in commemoration of the 
public service week on 22nd June 
2022, the MUHAS management 
held a meeting with all MUHAS 

staff. The meeting was intended 
to discuss and receive staff 
challenges, contributions, 
opinions and suggestions for 
solving challenges faced during 
their daily work routines. 

In this meeting, MUHAS staff 
asked questions with regards 
to their different challenges at 
work and got responses from the 
management. The meeting was 
officially opened by the Vice 
Chancellor, Prof. Andrea Pembe.

The MUHAS Deputy Vice-
Chancellor responsible for 
Academic, Research, and 

Administration (DVC-ARC) Prof. 
Appolinary Kamuhabwa opened 
the stakeholders meeting to discuss 
five new curricula which have 
been developed from different 
departments at MUHAS.

Speaking at the meeting, the 

DVC-ARC said that stakeholders 
are important in the process of 
developing academic curricula 
at MUHAS. He, therefore, said 
that the meeting was convened to 
get the views of the stakeholders 
concerning the developed 
curriculum.

“I believe the authors of these 
curricula have ensured that the 

contents of the curricula reflect 
the needs of the community in the 
health sector”, Prof. Kamuhabwa 
said. “We need your views to 
improve these curricula before 
they are processed for approval 
and implementation “. He also 
emphasized the importance of 
benchmarking with other countries 
to find out the existence of similar 
programs and their relevance in the 
health sector. 

According to the DVC-ARC, in 
developing curricula there will 
be learning objectives, expected 
competencies and learning 
outcomes. He said it is important 
to know what kind of competencies 
is needed in this century and what 
kind of technology can be used to 
support the delivery of these new 
curricula. “So we need to discuss 
these issues to ensure that these 
curricula are in line with the current 
health challenges and technological 
advancement”, he added.

Prof. Kamuhabwa further thanked 
the stakeholders for accepting to 
participate in this meeting and 

MUHAS CONDUCTS THE STAKEHOLDERS MEETING ON 
CURRICULA DEVELOPMENT

MUHAS Staff in a group of photo after cleaning the outside environment at 
the School of Dentistry building.

The DVC-ARC, Prof. Appolinary Kamuhabwa officiating the Stakeholders Meeting 
to discuss five new curricula developed from different departments at MUHAS.
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Muhimbili University 
of Health and Allied 
Sciences through the 

Department of Ophthalmology 
has renewed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with 
Vision Care, an NGO which is 
responsible for restoration of sight 
through provision of eye care 
services and training of personnel 
in eye care services.

This signing ceremony took 
place between the MUHAS Vice 
Chancellor, Prof. Andrea Pembe 
and the Chairman of Vision Care 
Korea, Dr. Donghae Kim at the 
Vice Chancellor’s Office on 23rd 
May, 2022.

MUHAS has been collaborating 
with Vision Care since 2016 and 
through this collaboration the 

department of Ophthalmology 
have received some donated 
equipment, sponsorship of 
residents in attending professional 

association congresses and 
training of academic staff on new 
surgical techniques. 

The signing ceremony was 
witnessed by the Country Director 
Vision Care Tanzania Dr Jihye 
Kim, Associate Dean School of 
Medicine Dr Enica Massawe, 
the Head of Ophthalmology Dr. 
Celina Mhina and others from 
Vision Care Korea, Vision Care 
United States of America, Vision 
Care Tanzania and MUHAS.

In this ceremony Vision Care 
also donated a portable Operating 
Microscope

MUHAS RENEW MOU WITH VISION CARE

said that MUHAS relies on and 
appreciates their views in every 
curriculum that they are going to 
discuss. He further said that the 
University will eagerly be waiting to 
receive feedback from them which 
will be incorporated into these 
curricula for further processing 
through the MUHAS Senate 
and submission to the Tanzania 
Commission for Universities for 
accreditation.

The stakeholders in this meeting 
included representatives 
of employers, supervisors, 
professional councils, professional 
associations, alumni, academic 
staff, students, training institutions, 

and the Association of Private 
Heath facilities.

The meeting took place on the 08th 
April 2022 at MUHAS, and during 
the meeting, participants contributed 
and discussed all the five curricula 
which are (i) Bachelor of Science in 
Audiology, Speech and Language 
Pathology, (ii) Bachelor of Science 
in Occupational Therapy, (iii) 
Masters of Science in Rhinology, 
(iv) Masters of Science in Women 
Imaging, and (v) Masters of Science 
in Nutritional Epidemiology. After 
approval and accreditation by TCU, 
implementation of these curricula 
is expected to start in the next 
academic year of 2022/2023.

Also, another meeting was 
convened on 8th June 2022 to 
discuss the three new curricula in 
the School of Nursing which are 
MSc.  Neonatology, MSc. Neonatal 
Intensive Care Nursing as well as 
MSc. Pediatric and Adolescent 
Health Nursing. 

The meeting was officially opened 
by the Director of Continuing 
Education and Professional 
Development, Prof. Deodatus 
Kakoko. The implementation of 
these curricula is expected to start in 
the next academic year 2022/2023 
after the approval and accreditation 
by Tanzania Commission for 
University.

MUHAS Vice 
Chancellor, Prof. 
Andrea Pembe 

and the Chairman 
of Vision Care 

Korea, Dr. 
Donghae Kim 
displaying a 
signed MoU 

between MUHAS 
and Vision Care
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Vision Care Korea, Dr. Donghae Kim with delegates from MUHAS and Vision Care who 

attended the signing and the donation ceremony



The “Win and Learn” 
academic event is a 
knowledge and experience 

sharing activity conducted 
annually at MUHAS, aimed 
at recognizing, valuing, and 
promoting students’ creativity 
in research and innovation, 
thereby creating a platform for 
more inquisitive learning. 

The 16th “Win and Learn” 
academic event and the 1st 
Innovation Exhibition were 
conducted on Saturday, 25th 
June 2022 at MUHAS with the 
theme ‘Leveraging multi-sectoral 
engagement in technology and 
innovations for improved health 
and wellbeing in Tanzania’.

 The event was attended by more 
than four hundred (400) people 
including students from the 
Muhimbili University of Health 
and Allied Sciences, St. Joseph 
College of Health and Allied 
Sciences, University of Dodoma, 
Kilimanjaro Christian Medical 
College, and Mbeya College 
of Health and Allied Sciences, 
judges and guests. 

In this event, the Guest of Honor 
was the MUHAS Vice Chancellor 
who was represented by the 
Dean School of Medicine, Dr. 
Paschal Ruggajo. The 16th “Win 

and Learn” academic event 
consisted of two separate sections; 
the academic section and the 
innovation exhibition section.

The academic section involved 
80 presentations made. These 
presentations were divided into 
seven categories which are; 
research, health influential facts and 
discoveries, poster presentation, 
pictorial presentation, case 
presentation, innovation, and 
school recognition. The academic 
section was conducted in four 
parallel sessions. The three top 
winners from each category were 
selected by four panels of Judges, 
and the winners received awards 
from the Organizing Committee 
which were presented by the 
Guest of Honor. 

The event created an exhibition 
section introduced as a platform 
for marketing and networking 
of young innovators and start-
up founders who are addressing 
different challenges facing the 
health sector. In this section, 8 
students’ start-ups were exhibited, 
these included innovations 
from Mkanda Salama project, 
Saratani AI, Afya Intelligence, 
MamaPlus+, Afya Toon, and three 
innovations, from Biomedical 
Engineering students, MUHAS. 
The innovation exhibition 

increased curiosity, interest, and 
aspirations toward innovations and 
technology among undergraduate 
students. 

The 16th “Win and Learn” 
academic event disclosed that 
undergraduate students have the 
ability, skills, and competencies 
to involve themselves in different 
aspects of the health sector such 
as research, technology, and 
innovation.  The exhibition section 
also proved that undergraduate 
students can utilize the available 
resources and technology to 
develop digital solutions which 
have the potential to address the 
prevailing health challenges and 
therefore transform the healthcare 
sector. 

The committee recommends that 
undergraduate students should 
be supported to be involved in 
healthcare research and innovation 
for improved health outcomes. 
They should also be provided with 
the necessary space and platforms, 
such as through the establishment 
of MUHAS innovation hub, 
incubation center, and innovation 
week, to foster innovations that 
have the potential to improve the 
healthcare industry in Tanzania, 
through multi-stakeholder 
engagement and involvement.

THE 16TH “WIN AND LEARN” ACADEMIC EVENT AND THE 1ST 
INNOVATION EXHIBITION

The winners of the 16th 

Win and Learn academic 
event in a photo with the 
Guest of Honor and the 
Judges after the award 
giving ceremony of the 
event held at MUHAS.
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MUHAS management 
through the Directorate 
of Human Resources 

Management and Administration 
organized the integrity training 
for all MUHAS staff. These 
trainings were facilitated by the 
trainers from the President’s 
Office - State House, President 
Office – Public Service 
Management and Good 
Governance, President Office 
- Ethics Secretariat, as well 
as Prevention and Combating 
Corruption Bureau. The trainings 
were conducted on different days 
according to planned categories 
which were leaders, staff and 
tudents.

The first training was conducted 
on 14th June 2022 to MUHAS 
leaders which included Deans, 
Directors, Head of Departments 
and Units, and was officiated 
by the Acting Vice Chancellor, 
Prof. Appolinary Kamuhabwa 
who thanked the Directorate 
of Human Resources and 
Administration for organizing 

this training which reminds every 
one about public service ethics. 
He also thanked the facilitators 
for their readiness to offer 
training to MUHAS leaders.

“This training which reminds us 
of the principles and procedures 

of public service is a very 
important training in government 

institutions like MUHAS and 
especially if you consider that 
we are leaders. It is important 

to attend this training and 
disseminate information to those 
we lead,’’ Prof. Kamuhabwa said.

During this training different 
topics were presented such as 
rules, procedures, ethics in public 
service and handling complaints, 
fight against corruption in the 
workplace, concept, meaning, 
types, and effects of conflict 
of interest in public service, 
leadership ethics as well as 
awareness of National Anti-
Corruption Strategy and action 
plan phase 111. The MUHAS 
leaders discussed the presented 

topics and asked questions to 
facilitators for more clarifications 
and understanding.

The second training was 
conducted on 15th June 2022 to 
all staff who are not leaders and 
was officially opened by the 
Acting Deputy Vice-Chancellor, 
Prof. Said Aboud who urged the 
participants to adhere to all the 
issues that will be presented by 
the facilitators during the training 
sessions. The topics which were 
presented to MUHAS leaders 
were also presented to staff.

Furthermore, the last training 
was conducted on 16th June 
2022 to the representative of 
MUHAS students from each 
program to inform them on the 
important concept of ethics while 
studying and prepare them to 
be good servants for the benefit 
of the nation.  This training 
was officially opened by the 
Dean of Students, Dr. Tumaini 
Nyamhanga. 

MUHAS MANAGEMENT CONDUCTS TRAINING ON INTEGRITY FOR ALL 
MUHAS STAFF

The Acting Vice Chancellor, Prof. Appolinary Kamuhabwa in a group photo with the facilitators and Deans and 
Directors during the training on integrity.
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The Chief Medical Officer, 
Dr. Aifelo Sichwale 
officiated the 3rd International 

Neurodioology conference held 
from 23rd to 24th June 2022 at LAPF 
Kisenga ICC in Dar es Salaam. 
The event was jointly organized 
by the Muhimbili University 
of Health and Allied Sciences 
(MUHAS), the Medical Radiology 
and Imaging Professionals Council 
(MRIPC), Tanzania Radiographers 
Association (TARA) and the 
Tanzania Radiologists Society 
(TARASO).

The conference brought 
together Radiology and Imaging 
Professionals, Medical Doctors, 
Physicians, Neurologists, 
Neurosurgeons and other 
Neuroradiology stakeholders both 
local and international to share 
Neuroradiology experiences in 
clinical, research, education and 
capacity building

 Speaking during the opening 
remarks Dr. Sichalwe was grateful 
for being given an opportunity to 
officiate the scientific conference 
which bring together the 
professional for two days in to 

discuss and to suggest on how best 
to improve medical services in the 
hospitals.

Commenting on improving the 
health services in the hospitals the 
Chief Medical Officer urged the 
professional to use this platform 
by providing opinions, suggestions 
and contributions to the Ministry 
of Health especially considering 
the currents situation with the 
presences of various diseases and 
advancement in technology to 
reduce the avoidable deaths.

“By recognizing the importance 
of quality care the Government 
through the Ministry of Health has 
budget funds specifically for training 
of various experts in the health 
sector, including Radiographers, 
Radiologists and Radiology super-
specialities to improve quality 
of service in Radiology, which 
statistics show that they are few in 
numbers in our hospitals,” said Dr. 
Sichalwe.

According to the MUHAS Head 
of the Department of Radiology 
and Imaging and the Chairperson 
of Organizing Committee for the 

3rd International Neurodioology 
Conference, Dr. Mboka Jacob 
the aim of the conferences was to 
bring awareness to the need for the 
training of Radiology professionals 
including super-specialists e.g 
Neuroradiology to continue to 
improve health services, especially 
to train experts who will assist in 
accurate diagnosis  using advanced 
technology hence accurate  disease 
treatment decisions.

Furthermore, Dr. Mboka gave 
special thanks to Radiology 
Society of North America (RSNA), 
Action Medeor, Mindray, Anudha, 
COMPUTECH, Medprof-S, 
Power Computers Neusoft, Besta 
Diagnostics Pasific Diagnostics, 
NSK Hospitals Arusha, Kairuki 
Hospital Rabininsia Hospital, 
Kairuki Hospital and Radtech 
polyclinics for supporting the 
conference

More than 200 participants attended 
the conference. Represented 
countries were Tanzania (host) 
Uganda, Kenya, Zimbabwe US, 
UK, South Korea and Australia.

CMO OFFICATES THE 3RD INTERNATIONAL 
NEURORDIOLOGY CONFERENCE

Seated from right is TARA President, Mr. Bakary Msongamanja,the chairperson,Conference Organizing Committee Dr. Mboka 
Jacob, the Guest of Honour,  Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Aifelo Sichwale Director, Radiology Services  at Ministry of Health, Mr. 
Gerald Mrema, Chairperson, MRIPC, Dr. Lulu Fundikila and other dignitaries ( standing) who attended the 3rd International 

Neurordiology Conference
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On 26th May 2022, The 
Muhimbili University of 
Health and Allied Sciences 

conducted a seminar on HIV/AIDS 
for all MUHAS Staff.  The training 
was facilitated by the trainers from 
Office of the President, Public 
Services Management, and Good 
Governance.

In his opening remarks, Prof. 
Pembe said, the training was very 
beneficial for the staff as it would 
increase education and helps 
them to carry out their duties 
more effectively but also reduce 
new transmission of HIV/AIDS 
infections for staff within our 
University.

 “This training will teach us how 
best we can change our lifestyle 
that will enable us to be healthier 

thus to increase good performance 
for the better development of our 
University,” said Prof Pembe.

In this training different topics 
were presented regarding reducing 

and controlling HIV/AIDS for all 
Public employees, and Chronic 
Non-Communicable Diseases and 
how to handle them and staff were 
able to ask questions about the 
topics for more clarification.

MUHAS CONDUCTS A SEMINAR ON HIV/AIDS AND NON-
COMMUNICABLE DISEASES AT THE WORKPLACE

MUHAS is undertaking two 
studies in children health 
under the Department of 

Pediatrics and Child Health. These 
are led by Prof. Karim Manji and 
his team. These are funded by the 
World Health Organization (WHO). 

From 20th to 24th of June 2022, 
the delegates from WHO visited 
MUHAS specifically for these 
studies. The studies are multi-
country, multi-site and the first one 

is ongoing and titled: Optimal place 
of treatment of young infant with 
possible serious bacterial infection 
(PSBI). This study is almost 50% 
implemented and for the first 2 
days, the WHO coordinators, Dr. 
Karen Edmund and Dr. Yasir bin 
Nisar were monitoring visits to 
check for quality assurance.

The next three days 22nd to 24th of 
June, were used for convention 
of investigators from 7 countries; 

Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, Mali, 
USA, Geneva, Brazzaville and the 
host country Tanzania. The meeting 
was also attended by WHO and a 
representative from Bill Melinda 
Gates Foundation, UNICEF, TBS 
among others. 

The second study is about 
management and a trial of 
nutritional intervention among 
6-24 months old children with any 
sepsis AND moderate malnutrition 
(NUTRIMAM).    The aim of the 
study was to have a site initiation 
and learn from each other. The 
NUTRIMAM was led by Ayesha 
DeCosta and Nigel Robins.

MUHAS was able to facilitate 
this in our own premises and the 
meeting was also unique because 
it had involved the Country 
Office, Regional and Headquarter 
of WHO all together, and graced 
by the Deputy Vice Chancellor 
responsible from Planning, Finance 
and Administration on behalf of the 
Vice Chancellor, and the Director of 
Research and Publications.

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION DELEGATES VISIT MUHAS 

The Acting Vice Chancellor, Prof. Said Aboud in a group photo with the 
delegation from WHO, Bill Melinda Gates Foundation, UNICEF and 

investigators from different countries

Seated from the right the former DVC-PFA, Prof. David Urassa, DVC-ARC, Prof. 
Appolinary Kamuhabwa, MUHAS VC, Prof. Andrea Pembe, DVC-PFA, Prof. Said 
Aboud and DHRMA, Ms Gerwalda Luoga and MUHAS staff (standin) during the 

meeting with the management at MUHAS.
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On 16th May 2022, Muhimbili 
University of Health and 
Allied Sciences (MUHAS) 

together with the Muhimbili 
Orthopedic Institute (MOI) and 
Assisit International (AI) launched 
the MUHAS-MOI simulation 
laboratory and patient safety center. 
The center was established as part 
of the Improving Perioperative 
Anaesthesia Care and Training 
(ImpACT) Africa Program. 

The ImPACT Africa program aims 
to improve the quality and capacity 
of Anaesthesia and critical care 
training for both physician and non-
physician anaesthesia providers at 
all levels in Tanzania and Africa as 
a whole. The center is one of the 
three simulation laboratories and 
patient safety centers established 
in Tanzania, the other two being 
at CUHAS and KCMUCo. The 
program is graciously supported by 
the General Electric Foundation and 
the ELMA Foundation. 

Speaking during the launching 
ceremony the ImPACT Africa 
Physician Coordinator and Head, 
Department of Anesthesiology 
at MUHAS Dr. Edwin Lugazia 
said that the center will efficiently 
enhance MUHAS capacity to 
employ Simulation based Medical 
Education technologies in training 
health care providers.

Application of Simulation based 
training technologies enhances 
trainee’s competence acquisition, 
patient safety and quality of care 
provided. The technology provides 
opportunity for trainees to practice 
in a protected environment, chance 
to make mistakes and learn from 
them through focused guidance 
and feedback and more importantly 
practice on the manikins or 
simulated patients poses no risks of 
harm to patients. 

According to Dr. Lugazia who is 
also the President of the Society 
of Anaesthesiologists of Tanzania 
(SATA), Tanzania faces a gross 
scarcity of Surgical Obstetric and 
Anaesthesia workforce (SOA). On 
average it is recommended that 
20 SOA workforce should serve 
100,000 populations but Tanzania 
has only 0.75 i.e. less than one SOA 
workforce per 100,000 population.

Through the ImPACT programme 
more specialists will be trained in 
the country utilizing established 
network of high-tech simulation 
laboratory and patient safety centers 
at the Kilimanjaro Christian Medical 
University College (KCMUCo), 
Christian University of Health and 
Allied Sciences (CUHAS) and 
MUHAS. The program aimed to 
build capacity for these two other 
universities to reestablish the 

MMed. Anaesthesia and Critical 
Care programs. 

The Dean, School of Medicine 
representing the MUHAS Vice 
Chancellor, Dr. Pascal Rugajjo said 
the application of simulation based 
medical education technology 
in training will go a long way 
empowering academic staff in 
implementing the competence-
based curricula at MUHAS. He 
urged the national master trainers 
under the ImPACT program to 
disseminate the learned skills to 
other disciplines to allow efficient 
utilization of the technology for 
improved patient safety and quality 
of care provided by graduates of 
health care training institutions in 
the country.

The Board Chairperson of MOI, 
Prof. Charles Mkony said the 
availability of new training 
laboratory will allow students to 
train practically and perfect their 
clinical skills before meeting 
patients in the clinical areas thus 
safe guarding patients safety and 
the quality of care provided. He 
emphasized on the need to take 
full advantages of the simulation 
laboratory to enhance pre service 
and in-service capacity building for 
both technical and non-technical 
skills of health care providers.

MUHAS AND MOI LAUCHED A SIMULATION LABORATORY 
AND PATIENT SAFETY CENTER

From the right, the Dean, School of Medicine representing  MUHAS Vice Chancellor, Dr. Pascal Rugajo,  The Board 
Chairperson of MOI, Prof. Charles Mkony, the Assist  International, Cheri Reynolds and the ImPACT Africa Physician 

Coordinator and Head, Department of Anesthesiology at MUHAS Dr. Edwin Lugazia in a group photo during the launching  
of MUHAS -MOI  Simulation Laboratory and Patient  Safety Center.


